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3rd ESDO Masterclass
«Great Debates in Gastro- 
Intestinal Cancer Management»  
In cooperation with the Divison of 
Medical Oncology & Hematology 
County Hospital, St.Gallen/Switzerland

Friday, November 8th – 
Saturday, November 9th, 2019

County Hospital, St.Gallen/Switzerland, 
Central Lecture Hall, Building 21
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Dear colleagues and friends

It is our distinct pleasure and privilege to invite you to 
the 3rd European Society of Digestive Oncology (ESDO) 
Masterclass. After the first two successful ESDO Master­
classes in Leuven/BE 2017 and Marseille/FR 2018, the 3rd 
ESDO Masterclass will be held in in St.Gallen/Switzerland. 
The topic is going to be «Great Debates in Gastro-Intes­
tinal Cancer Management». We are fortunate to present 
an outstanding panel of internationally renowned ex­
perts who will have pro and contra debates on a variety 
of highly controversial topics in GI cancer treatment.
 
We look forward to welcoming you in St.Gallen in 
November 2019!
 
With kindest regards,  

Prof. Dr. med. Eric Van Cutsem 
ESDO President 
University Hospital Gasthuisberg
Digestive Oncology, Leuven/Belgium

Prof. Dr. med. Ulrich Güller, MHS, FEBS
ESDO Governing Board
County Hospital St.Gallen
Division of Medical Oncology & Hematology, 
St.Gallen/Switzerland
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Programme
Friday, November 8th, 2019

07:30	� Registration, Coffee

08:30	� Welcome Address 
Prof. Dr. med. Ulrich Güller, St.Gallen/Switzerland

08:45 – 09:45	 �Hepatocellular carcinoma: 
Firstline treatment in locally advanced, inoperable hepato- 
cellular carcinoma: TKI versus SIRT?

		  Chair: Prof. Dr. med. Ulrich Güller, St.Gallen/Switzerland 
 
		  Pro SIRT  
		  Prof. Dr. med. Christophe Deroose, Leuven/Belgium 
 
		  Pro TKI 
		  Prof. Dr. med. Dieter Köberle, Basel/Switzerland

09:45 – 10:45	� Locally advanced GEJ cancer Siewert II: Perioperative  
chemotherapy or neoadjuvant CRT?

		  Chair: Prof. Dr. med. Eric Van Cutsem, Leuven/Belgium 
 
		  Pro perioperative chemotherapy 
		  Prof. Dr. med. Salah-Eddin Al-Batran, Frankfurt/Germany 
 
		  Pro neo-adjuvant chemoradiotherapy 
		  Prof. Dr. med. Daniel M. Aebersold, Bern/Switzerland

10:45 – 11:15	 Coffee Break

11:15 – 12:15	� Pancreatic Cancer: 
Neoadjuvant chemotherapy is the standard of care for  
primarily resectable pancreatic cancer

		  Chair: Prof. Dr. med. Thomas Grünberger, Vienna/Austria 
 
		  Pro 
		  Prof. Dr. med. Thomas Seufferlein, Ulm/Germany 
 
		  Contra (resection first) 
		  Prof. Dr. med. Pascal Hammel, Clichy/France

12:15 – 13:15	� Is a NGS panel mandatory for all GI-cancer patients
		  Chair: Prof. Dr. med. Wolff Schmiegel, Bochum/Germany 
 
		  Pro 
		  Prof. Dr. med. Pierre Laurent-Puig, Paris/France 
 
		  Contra 
		  Prof. Dr. med. Michel Ducreux, Villejuif/France

13:15 – 14:15	 Lunch Break

14:15 – 15:15 	� PRRT in patients with neuroendocrine tumors?
		  Chair: Prof. Dr. med. Jean-Luc Van Laethem, Brussels/Belgium 
 
		  As late as possible 
		  Prof. Dr. med. Tamara Matysiak, Nantes/France 
 
		  As early as possible 
		  Prof. Dr. med. Côme Lepage, Dijon/France
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15:15 – 16:15	� Gastric Cancer: 
Resection of oligo liver-metastases in gastric cancer patients

		  Chair: Prof. Dr. med. Thomas Grünberger, Vienna/Austria 
 
		  Pro 
		  Prof. Dr. med. Christiane Bruns, Köln/Germany 
 
		  Contra 
		  Prof. Dr. med. Markus Möhler, Mainz/Germany

16:15 – 16:45	 Coffee Break

16:45 – 17:45	� Updates 
 
Liquid biopsies in GI-cancer patients: present and future 
Prof. Dr. med. Andrea Sartore Bianchi, Milan/Italy 
 
Current status and outlook on immunotherapy in GI malignanices 
Prof. Dr. med. Julien Taieb, Paris/France
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Programme
Saturday, November 9th, 2019

08:30 – 09:30	� Colorectal Cancer: 
Maintenance therapy versus stop and go in metastatic, 
incurable colorectal cancer

		  Chair: Prof. Dr. med. Côme Lepage, Dijon/France 
 
		  Pro 
		  Prof. Dr. med. Miriam Koopman, Utrecht/Netherlands 
 
		  Contra 
		  Prof. Dr. med. Ulrich Güller, St.Gallen/Switzerland

09:30 – 10:30	� Should the asymptomatic primary cancer be removed in 
colorectal cancer patients with unresectable metastases?

		  Chair: Prof. Dr. med. Tamara Matysiak, Nantes/France 
 
		  Pro 
		  Prof. Dr. med. Jügen Weitz, Dresden/Germany 
 
		  Contra 
		  Prof. Dr. med. Florian Otto, St.Gallen/Switzerland

10:30 – 11:00	 Coffee Break

11:00 – 12:00	� Adjuvant chemotherapy in locally advanced rectal cancer 
patients after neoadjuvant chemo-radiation?

		  Chair: Prof. Dr. med. Thomas Seufferlein, Ulm/Germany 
 
		  Pro 
		  Prof. Dr. med. Ralf-Dieter Hofheinz, Mannheim/Germany 
 
		  Contra 
		  Prof. Dr. med. Ludwig Plasswilm, St.Gallen/Switzerland

12:00 – 13:00	� Resectable synchronous metastases in colo-rectal cancer 
patients – systemic treatment first or resection first?

		  Chair: Prof. Dr. med. Ulrich Güller, St.Gallen/Switzerland 
 
		  Surgery first  
		  Prof. Dr. med. Thomas Grünberger, Vienna/Austria 
 
		  Systemic treatment first  
		  Prof. Dr. med. Eric Van Cutsem, Leuven/Belgium

13:00	� Conclusions 
Prof. Dr. med. Ulrich Güller, St.Gallen/Switzerland
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Committees
Organising committee

Prof. Dr. med. Ulrich Güller, MHS, FEBS
County Hospital St.Gallen
Division of Medical Oncology & Hematology
St.Gallen/Switzerland

Prof. Dr. med. Eric Van Cutsem 
University Hospital Gasthuisberg
Digestive Oncology
Leuven/Belgium

Scientific committee

Prof. Dr. med. Ulrich Güller, MHS, FEBS
County Hospital St.Gallen
Division of Medical Oncology & Hematology
St.Gallen/Switzerland

Prof. Dr. med. Eric Van Cutsem 
University Hospital Gasthuisberg
Digestive Oncology
Leuven/Belgium 

Prof. Dr. med. Thomas Grünberger 
Social Medical Center South
HPB Center Vienna Clinics
Department of Surgery 
Vienna/Austria

Prof. Dr. med. Côme Lepage 
University Hospital & INSERM – UMR 866
Dijon/France

Prof. Dr. med. Tamara Matysiak-Budnik 
IMAD, Hepato-Gastroenterology &  
Digestive Oncology  
Hôtel Dieu, CHU de Nantes/France

Prof. Dr. med. Jaroslaw Regula 
Medical Centre for Postgraduate  
Education
Maria Sklodowska-Curie Memorial  
Cancer Centre and Institute of Oncology
Department of Gastroenterology
Warsaw/Poland

Prof. Dr. med. Thomas Seufferlein 
University Hospital Ulm
Clinic of Internal Medicine I
Ulm/Germany

Prof. Dr. med. Wolff Schmiegel 
Ruhr University Bochum
Department of Medicine
Knappschaftskrankenhaus
Bochum/Germany

Prof. Dr. med. Julien Taieb
Georges Pompidou European Hospital
Paris Descartes University
Paris/France

Prof. Dr. med. Jean-Luc Van Laethem 
Erasme University Hospital
Department of Gastroenterology  
Cancer Unit
Brussels/Belgium
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Faculty

Prof. Dr. med. Daniel M. Aebersold
Inselspital Bern

Universitätsklinik für Radio-Onkologie

Bern/Switzerland

Prof. Dr. med. Salah-Eddin Al-Batran
Krankenhaus Nordwest

Institut für Klinisch-Onkologische Forschung

Frankfurt/Germany

Prof. Dr. med. Christiane J. Bruns
Universitätsklinikum Köln

Klinik und Poliklinik für Allgemein-,

Viszeral- und Tumorchirurgie

Köln/Germany

Prof. Dr. med. Christophe Deroose
Katholieke Universiteit (KU) Leuven

Nuclear Medicine & Molecular Imaging

Leuven/Belgium

Prof. Dr. med. Ulrich Güller, MHS, FEBS
County Hospital St.Gallen

Division of Medical Oncology & Hematology

St.Gallen/Switzerland

Prof. Dr. med. Michel Ducreux
CLCC Institut Gustave Roussy

Département de médecine oncologique

Villejuif/France

Prof. Dr. med. Thomas Grünberger
Social Medical Center South

HPB Center Vienna Clinics

Department of Surgery

Vienna/Austria

Prof. Dr. med. Pascal Hammel
Hôpital Beaujon

Service de Gastroentérologie

Clichy/France

Prof. Dr. med. Ralf-Dieter Hofheinz
Universitätsmedizin Mannheim

Interdisziplinäres Tumorzentrum

Mannheim/Germany

Prof. Dr. med. Dieter Köberle
St.Claraspital

Tumorzentrum

Basel/Switzerland

Prof. Dr. med. Miriam Koopman
UMC Utrecht Cancer Center

MS Medische Oncologie

Utrecht/The Netherlands

Prof. Dr. med. Pierre Laurent-Puig
CARPEM, Cancer Research for Personalized 

Medicine

Paris/France

Prof. Dr. med. Côme Lepage
University Hospital & INSERM – 

UMR 866

Dijon/France

Prof. Dr. med. Tamara Matysiak
IMAD, Hepato-Gastroenterology &

Digestive Oncology

Hôtel Dieu, CHU de Nantes

Nantes/France

Prof. Dr. med. Markus Möhler
JGU Universitätsmedizin Mainz

1. Medizinische Klinik und Poliklinik

Mainz/Germany

Prof. Dr. med. Florian Otto
Tumor- und Brustzentrum ZeTuP

St.Gallen/Switzerland

Prof. Dr. med. Ludwig Plasswilm
Kantonsspital St.Gallen

Klinik für Radio-Onkologie

St.Gallen/Switzerland

	

Prof. Dr. med Andrea Sartore Bianchi
ASST Grande Ospedale Metropolitano 

Niguarda

Milan/Italy

Prof. Dr. med. Wolff Schmiegel
Ruhr University Bochum

Department of Medicine

Knappschaftskrankenhaus

Bochum/Germany

Prof. Dr. med. Thomas Seufferlein
University Hospital Ulm

Clinic of Internal Medicine I

Ulm/Germany

Prof. Dr. med. Julien Taieb
Georges Pompidou European Hospital

Paris Descartes University

Paris/France

Prof. Dr. med. Eric Van Cutsem
University Hospital Gasthuisberg

Digestive Oncology

Leuven/Belgium

Prof. Dr. med. Jean-Luc Van Laethem
Erasme University Hospital

Department of Gastroenterology

Cancer Unit

Brussels/Belgium

Prof. Dr. med. Jürgen Weitz
Universitätsklinikum Carl Gustav Carus

Klinik und Poliklinik für Viszeral-, 

Thorax- und Gefässchirurgie

Dresden/Germany
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Informations
Location

County Hospital, St.Gallen/Switzerland
Central Lecture Hall, Building 21

Organisation

County Hospital, St.Gallen/Switzerland
Gabi Laesser, Conference Manager
CH-9007 St.Gallen

Phone +41 71 494 28 80
gabi.laesser@kssg.ch
www.kssg.ch/esdo2019

Registration

For registration, accommodation and 
more information please see: 
www.kssg.ch/esdo2019

Registration fees

	 Early bird	 Regular
	 fee until	 fee from
	 31.5.2019	 1.6.2019

Regular participants 	CHF 100.-	 CHF 200.–
ESDO members	 CHF 50.-	 CHF 150.–

Travel Grant

Participants in training (residency or 
fellowship) below the age of 35 years can 
apply for an ESDO travel grant of up to 
200 Euros. For application please refer to:
www.esdo.eu/education/esdo- 
master-class or info@esdo.eu.

Accreditation

We have applied for credits with:
The Accreditation Council of Oncology in 
Europe (ACOE) and the European Union of 
Medical Specialist (UEMS). 

Schweiz. Gesellschaft für Medizinische 
Onkologie (SGMO)

How to find us

Bus/Taxi
Upon arrival at the central railway station 
«St.Gallen» you will find the bus station  
as well as taxis nearby. The following buses 
take you to the County Hospital St.Gallen:
Number 1  (direction Stephanshorn)
Number 2  (direction Guggeien)
Number 7 � (direction Neudorf/ 

 Rorschacher Strasse)
Number 8 � (direction Neudorf/ 

 Rorschacher Strasse)
Get off at the bus stop «Kantonsspital».

Train
St.Gallen is well connected by trains. Please 
find more information regarding schedules, 
ticket prices and more on the website: 
www.sbb.ch 

Car
To reach the hospital by car, take the  
St.Fiden / Spitäler freeway exit. Visitors 
can use the «Parkhaus Cityparking Stadt­
park AZSG» as well as the «parking B» or  
«parking C».



Gemeinsam
Innovativ
Kompetent

Contact

County Hospital, St.Gallen/Switzerland
Gabi Laesser, Conference Manager
CH-9007 St.Gallen

Phone +41 71 494 28 80
gabi.laesser@kssg.ch
www.kssg.ch/esdo2019
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